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1338.   Margery Jordan fines for licence of marriage, Is.
1342. William Atte Hull for privilege to marry his
daughter pays 2s.
1359. Edith at Sherde, for licence to marry and quit the
manor, 5s.
STOCKTON. 1286. Robert Palmer married against the
Bailiff's licence; fine Is 6d.
12     PRIESTS OF PREY
As tithes were a natural and constant source of friction between priests
and people, so also was the mortuary system, which will be sufficiently
intelligible from the following extract, but which is dealt with at greater
length in the 8th of my Medieval Studies.
Lyndwood's Provinciate^ 1679, p. 19. (Statute of Abp Langham, in
synod, for the diocese of Canterbury.)
Seeing that, by occasion of this statute, quarrels too
frequently [frequentius\ arise, therefore we have thought good
to declare and interpret it as follows in this synod: that if
a man die leaving among his goods three or more of any
kind of beast, the best shall be reserved to him who may
lawfully claim it [as a heriot1]. The second best beast must
then be set aside, without any fraud, sleight or contradic-
tion whatsoever, for the church wherein he was wont to
receive the sacrament while he yet lived; and it must be
delivered over to that his church, after his death, for the
good of his soul, as an indemnity for the withholding of per-
sonal tithes and oblations. If, however, the deceased leave
only two beasts, then let the Church, in her mercy, remit every
sort of exaction under this name of mortuary. But if the
woman die before her husband, let him not be compelled to
pay a mortuary. If, however, a widow live a year after her
husband, ruling her family in the same house, she shall be
liable to a mortuary according to the above form. But by
this interpretation we will not in any way prejudice the laud-
able custom of mortuaries observed in times past in our pro-
1 As a rale, the Lord of the Manor could claim the deceased man's best beast;
flats privilege of the lay lord is also called mortuary sometimes, but mare commonly
keritt.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